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Ramadan at Our Doorstep 
 

By Ola Mohamed 

 

Sighting Syndrome: No more? 
 

  Muslims around the world prepare for the annual 

debate that clouds the commencement of the ninth 

Islamic lunar month. The question flutters, sus-

pended in the uncertain air: when will Ramadan 

start this year? According to the Fiqh Council of 

North America, Ramadan is projected to start on the 

eve of Sept. 12th, meaning that the first day of fast-

ing will be Thursday, Sept. 13th. The FCNAôs sug-

gested date is based on astronomical calculations, a 

method that was adopted by the organization only 

this past June but is already gaining worldwide 

credibility. The European Council for Fatwa and 

Research, the FCNAôs counterpart in Europe, re-

cently joined the FCNA in announcing the permissi-

bility of using calculations for determining the be-

ginning of the Islamic lunar months, Ramadan included. For the average Muslim living in 

the West, the news seems promising. The synchronized calendars send promises of a much-

desired smooth start to Ramadan. Can this be the end of all nighters spent in anticipation 

glued to the television, constantly refreshing the masjed webpage and gripping the phone in 

hand to call family and friends only to find out that they are similarly at loss about whether 

or not they should eat suhoor? It may be too good to be true. In fact, some American Mus-

lims may be reluctant to give up this yearly ritual of Ramadan-waiting. For them, it marks 

(Continued on page 4) 

Welcome Ramadan 

Mother Target of Hate Crime 
  

  She is a mother of two, a Muslim Arab 

American, and a manager at a Sheraton 

Suites Hotel in Philadelphia. What could 

she possibly have to do with the 9/11 at-

tacks more than five years ago?  

 

Nothing, of course. But that didn't stop one 

of her employees from allegedly leaving 

her an ominous threatening note filled with 

venomous words and phrases such as 

"REMEMBER 9/11" ... "You and your 

kids will pay".. and "death."  

 

After getting the threat letter, the woman 

did the right thing: she contacted us for 

help. We were able to investigate the inci-

dent as a civil rights violation because the 

note involved a federally protected right of employment in a private business; the 

threat of force; and apparent bias involving race, religion, or ethnicity. 

(Continued on page 5) 

Salam Al-Marayati of MPAC who 

worked on the case with the FBI. 

Interrogators Destroyed 

Padillaôs Mind 
By Amy Goodman , Democracy Now!  

 

 

  Jose Padilla has been 
found guilty in court and 

faces possible life in 
prison, but forensic psy-

chiatrist Dr. Angela 
Hegarty explains after 
interviewing him that 

Padilla already paid the 
ultimate price through 

torture --  he's lost his 
mind.  
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To Stand or Not To Stand? 
 

By Scott Haviland 

 

  Playing the National Anthem prior to a sporting event in the United States is a long-standing tradition.  

According to history.com, the Star-Spangled Banner was first sung at a major sports event in 1918, during 

the World Series between the Boston Red Sox and the Chicago Cubs.  That Series had nearly been can-

celed because of World War I, but the decision was made to play the games to boost troop morale.  In 

Chicago, the song was sung during the ñseventh-inning stretchò (another longstanding baseball tradi-

(Continued on page 12) 

Mahmoud Abdel Rauf 

 U.S. citizen Jose Padilla sits in a military brig with-

out any charges against him, one of the new and 

alarming category of Disappeared Americans. Continued on page 8 
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