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Obama Losing Muslims!

By Waleed Elhentaty

Getting ready for Ramadan Senator Barack

ter, background, race, and brief
By Ekram Haque ,,r history as a politician suggested
P i that he is a se
While the superiority of Ramada K - didate. All minorities across the
is well-known to Muslims, this il e board hoped for the positive
greatest Islamic month has come ' ik B S change that this young Senator
to symbolize the goodness of ou| & BN & |l from lllinois has been advocating
faith to nornMuslims. Inthe U.S.,/ = y - || about for almost a year now. Mus-
Ramadan is providing story anglp" N : y / g lims were no different than other
to religion reporters. Employers = - SO ' i minorities like the Afro-Americans
are noticing a lifestyle change = L AS i and the antikwar movements, they
among Muslim workers, and thep o S joined hands behind Senator
American public is becoming - Y Obama. So many Muslims have
evermore curious about Rama- R SRR been supporting
danés spiritual A AT R e S A I paign financially and physically
foods. since it started. Obama to us, Mus
lims, was looked at as a savior wh
{-came to save us from wars agains
tions have seized up onMuBimsrendpeepated a pulpidl éslanh, evemiimugly declaved
relations kit for the mediaandndu s| i ms. Ramadandés hojlagaesashadétbeenr O
even by nations who happened to be at war with Muslims during Ramadan. Thelj kvarranted detentions, raids, and survelllances and from occupation to Muslim
that attacking Muslims in Ramadan can energize Muslims. countries like Irag and Afghanistan. However, when the election started heating
up we all have seen Obama move from his
Many norrMuslim Americans are simply awestruck by the deiwdusk fasting, the Jf ones trying to satisfy as many people as possible. Maybe this is a strategy for his
special nightly prayers, the spirit of charity and piety, and the radiance of Islamidffaidmpaign based on collected electoral data regarding how to win different key
(Continuedonpagd) Jl st at es, Dbut the bottom |line is that t
politiciand in the eyes -supportais] | i ons o

Of its own merit, Ramadan is a publicity vehicle for Islam. Some Muslim organiz§-

he
f

For Muslims, his campaign has been always responding to the claim that Obama

Muslims Raise Fund forCoweII i s or maybe a Muslim by saying that 00

tion that Islam is a bad thing! This angered a lot of Muslims who thought it would
North Carolina Muslims are all gathered behind an important cgi b e mo r e appropriate to say fAthere is n.
date this year. She is Senator Janet Cowell who is running for wor Ut Senator Obama is a Christian:¢
State Treasureros seat on Nga tiefrs rerﬂoylr‘ig't\/\'ﬂ‘) Pehd LanMHMusit Woimerffforf behind him during one of
conducting a fund raising Iftar on September 12 for Janet Cow his speeches just because they wear head covers! This act angered Muslims again
whohasbeenalomger m friend for the énﬁnﬁlgﬁbere% %rﬁe%f tﬁé%éuanhl cI‘l/lusllm flgures and a supporter of Obama to
Khan MAPAC&s political direg i ms er s (Continued on page6)

Salling into Gaza

by Yvonne Ridley

Well, you would have to be deaf, dumb and blind not to know that | am writing to you today from
Gaza.

| really was too overwhelmed yesterday to put pen to paper after the magnificent welcome | and my
fellow peace activists from SS Liberty and SS Free Gaza received as we entered the port of
Gaza ... the first ships to salil in since 1967.

But I really want to make one thing very clear to you here and now.

(Continued on page 5

= ARE YOU REGISTERED 170

VOTaY

Please visit WWW.IgraaNC.net to
register and be ready to support our
candidates on November 4th, 2008.
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Igraa is a publication of the Muslim American Public Affairs Council. Igraa is In the Name of God, the Compassionate, the Merciful
intended to serve as a voice for all North Carolina Muslims regardless of the A Common Word Us and You
affiliation, level of commitment, race, color, ethnic background, or gender. (Summary and Abridgement)
We accept and publish material from a wide spectrum of ideas even if they g
not represent the official stance.of the Muslim American Public Affairs Muslims and Christians togethdr m:
Council (MAPAC). population. Without peace and justice between these two religious commufities,
there can be no meaningful peace in the world. The future of the world degends
Disclaimer: on peace between Muslims and Christians.

The basis for this peace and understanding already exists. It is paff of

n o P i Ni ons p u bl i shed i the very foundational principles of faith: love of the One God, and love of tyef |
neighbour. These principles are found over and over again in the sacred tgkts of
Islam and Christianity. They Unity of God, the necessity of love for Him, anf the

necessity of love of the neighbour is thus the common ground between Islajin and
Christianity. The following are only a few examples:

the official opi

Contact lgraa Staff at:

Of Godds Unity, GodSaB/:el-W.‘isGdd,rtheOma!e’GdeI,)c!a;rr

Readersdo Corner: Ol a Mo hami the SeHSufficient Besought of all! (Akhlas, 112:12). Of the necessity of lovd
. ; . for God, God s ay Soinvake theName Bfdhly lyord@nd dgp a n :
Community events: Nabil Abdel Rahman Nabil@IgraaNC.com vote thyself to Him with a complete devotionlghlzzami, 73:8).0f the neces-
) _ sity of love for the neighbour, the Prophet Muhammad (PB@HYo ne o y 0
Interviews : Ayesha Khadeeruddin Ayesha@IgraaNC.com has faith until you love your neighbour what you love for youds&if.
Sports Editor: Scott Havilland Scott@IgraaNC.com In the New Testament, Jesus Christ (PBUH) saldle ar , O | sr a ﬂ (I
God, the Lord is One. And you shall love the Lord your God with all your hgart,
Managing Editor: Waleed Elhentaty Waleed@IqraaNC.com with all your soul, with all yourfmin
commandment . And the second, I ikg it

Advertising and Distribution: Jihad Shawwa  Jihad@IgraaNC.com [f|y cursel f. 6 There is no ot h(aklz293ma nd m

I n the Holy Qurdan, God Most Hi gh

You can always call us at 933698686 (Waleed) ing call to Christians (and Je@sThe People of the Scriptuje

We appreciate the help we are getting from the following distributors: Say: O People of the Scripture! Come to a common word between|jus

and you: that we shall worship none but God, and that we shall ascribe no [part-

1- l\lleomgnde K -4IPH b?Ok store 3 Shavr\]l Un;vgrrs]lty T ner unto Him, and that none of us shall take others for lords beside God. Apd if
4-Al-Madena Market  5-Nur Deli 6 North Raleigh Masji they turn away, then say: Bear witness that we are they who have surrendg¢red

7- Cary Masjid 8- IAR (Raleigh Masjid) 9- Al Iman School (unto Him).( Aal o1 mran 3: 64)
10- M. Ibrahim CPA  11- J. Odeh CPA office  12TrueCare

13 King Kabob rstrnt 14 - Blue Ridge Med. Group. 15 Auto Way The wordswe shall ascribe no partner unto Hiralate to the Unity of
16i Ibad Ar-Rahman God, and the wordsvorship none but Godeglate to being totally devoted to

God. Hence they all relate to thist and Greatest Commandmemccording
. to one of the oldest and most autifori
Igraa can also be read online at:www.lqraaNC.net words: that none of us shall take others for lords besides @edn that none

Please visit our sponsors. By supporting our sponsors you are supporffif Us should obey the other in disobedience to what God has commanded. This re-

ing MAPAC. Please spread the word and let us know your opinion. Iatesf to the Second Comma_ndment because justice and freedom of religion|are a
crucial part of love of the neighbour.

Thus in obedience to the Holy ||Qur

to come together with us on the basis of what is common between us, whicjp is
. most essential to our faith and practice: Tme® Commandments love.
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MAPAC NeWS Feed The Hungry In Ramadan

MAPAC i s organizing this #fAf

MAPAC Fund Raiser Iftar for Janet Cowell will be held on September 12. Janet Ramadan for the second year inarow. The project stared
Cowell has been a lortgme friend of Muslims in the RTP area and has helped us ot Wit h an i de a from Mar < Con .
several important issues. She is now running for the State Treasurer of North Cart president, who took Ownership of the project last year.
which is an important stat@ide position. She needs our help and support. All Muslir Once the project was announced to the triangle Muslims
brothers and sisters interested in financially supporting Janet Cowell and intereste .
his Iftar should call 915230766, gbout $4500.00 were collected which was enough to pro-

vide several thousands of meals to the triangle needy. The
MAPAC Iftar for Public Figures: Every year MAPAC organizes a small Iftar party1  00d was distributed through homeless shelter in Raleigh

local politicians and public figures to give them an opportunity to meet Muslims in . and Durham and through the food bank.
informal setting and getting to know our culture and religious traditions. This year t
MAPAC lIftar will be held on Saturday, September 20th. Sister Maha Zaghloul took ownership of this noble pro-

ject this year and she collected so far about $1000.00 but

MAPAC Political Forum: Continuing the MAPAC tradition, we will organize a Politi the goal for this year is still far away Sister Maha is look-

cal Forum on Sunday October 12th. in conjunction with MAS Freedom Foundation ina to feed more hunarv need eople this vear than last
This Forum will give an opportunity for Muslims in the community to meet politiciar 9 ary y Peop y

running for key positions and ask them questions. It is important to have as many year and she needs our hEIp' Please contact Maha at
lims participate in this event as possible. Feedback from this Forum will be used tc Maha@NC.rr.com to arrange your

termine who MAPAC will endorse in the November elections. donation and for more information.
While we are fasting in Ramadan
MAPAC Meeting with Congressman David Price:A small group of Muslims for we should feel how the hungry

MAPAC met with Congressman Price in early July and discussed issues of concel needy individuals feel and the least
the Muslim Community. This was also another an excellent opportunity to build ou to do is to help relieve their hunger

relationship with an important Congressman. as mu.ch as we can. I\/Iay Allah ac-

cept from all of us.



