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IQRAAIQRAA  
ñIqraa (Read) in the name of thy Lord who createdò Quran 

96:1                                                                                                            
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Powell ... My Man!! 
 

 By Waleed Elhentaty 
 

 In the same time that John McCain and his cam-

paign ignored all the calls from Muslim national 

organizations like CAIR and MPAC to stop the use 

of deceiving terms like ñIslamic Terrorismò and 

ñRadical Islamò we find the knight Colin Powell 

comes out of the blue to defend American Mus-

lims. Even the endorsed one, Barack Obama, was 

and still is trying as hard as possible to distance 

himself from Muslims to avoid last minute back 

fire.  

 

 General Colin Powell was the first African Ameri-

can to serve as the chairman of the joint chiefs of 

staff. He served in that position from 89-93 which 

coincided with the Gulf war. Powell was also the 

first African American to serve as the US secretary 

of States (2001-2005) in the administration of 

president George W. Bush. While serving in these two critical positions Colin Powell has 

committed a lot of mistakes and done a lot of harm to innocent people and caused a lot of 

un necessary damage to nations and even to the United States image in the world. A fa-

(Continued on page 7) 

2008 Election  

Special Edition 

MAPAC Endorsement 2008 
Candidates We Recommend 

 

By Dr. Mohamed El-Gamal 

 

 Today, Sunday October 19th, 

2008 MAPAC had a public 

meeting to discuss the Candi-

dates endorsements. 

 

The endorsement process in-

cluded a political Forum (held 

on Sunday October 12th, 2008), 

researching the candidates vot-

ing history and their position on 

issues of importance to our com-

munity. Todayôs meeting was 

open to all and was attended by 

16 people. Each attendee was able to voice his/her opinion in an open and frank 

manner. However, Only MAPAC members of the Board of Trustees and/or mem-

bers of the Executive Council were able to vote. Other attendees participated fully 

in the discussion but did not vote. 

(Continued on page 3) 

Muslims Meet Candidates! 
 

By Ola Mohamed 

 

For the first time, MAPAC and the North Carolina MAS Freedom Foundation organized a town hall meeting with politi-

cians in a joint event. The forum was held at the Method Park Community Center on Sunday, Oct. 12th. BJ Lawson (R), Congress-

man David Price (D), Dan Mansell (R), Representative Brad Miller (D) and libertarian Michael Munger were all among the politi-

cal hopefuls on this yearôs panel. 

Introducing the event, MAPAC President Mohamed El-Gamal and NC MAS Freedom Foundation Director Khalilah 

Sabra encouraged Muslims to get involved in the political process and exercise their power to vote in the upcoming elections. 

ñWe want to move from being reactive to being proactive,ò said El-Gamal. El-Gamal also empha-

sized that Muslims cannot make demands of their representatives unless they take the time to know them and 

support them. 

Though MAS does not endorse politicians like MAPAC, Sabra expressed similar sentiment towards 

the need for more political activism in the Muslim community. Both El-Gamal and Sabra voiced concern 

about the Patriot Act and the threat against civil rights among Muslims. 

ñOur nation is heading in a dangerous and damaging directionò said BJ Lawson, a physician by pro-

fession running for the 4th Congressional District against 20-year incumbent David Price. Lawson went on to 

say that the government no longer represents its citizens, instead it serves corporate interests, and that civil 

rights are being threatened. Lawson also criticized his opponent David Price for his associations to Homeland 

Security projects that may infringe on civil rights. 

(Continued on page 8) 

Please Visit WWW.IqraaNC.net to 

get a list of recommended candidates 

from MAPAC. Please VOTE on  

November 4th. 
We Muslims Vote 
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