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Intellectual But Entertaining   
By Waleed Elhentaty 

 

The Raleigh based Muslim American Public Affairs Council, MAPAC, is conducting 

its 8th annual dinner on February 27th 2010 at NC Stateôs Mc-Kimmon center on Gor-

man Street of Raleigh.  

The dinner is an annual opportunity for local Muslims to meet their public officials and 

community leaders in an intellectual atmosphere. MAPAC and throughout the years 

have invited many outstanding guest speakers to talk in its annual dinner. To name a 

few, MAPAC has invited speakers like Dr. Jamal Badawi, Norman Finklistein, Nihad 

Awad, Paul Findley, Shaker El-Said, Dr. Shinishen, Jack Shaheen, Mazen Qumseyeh, 

and Corey Saylor.  This year MAPAC decided to invite Dr Ali Allawi who was part of 

the first few Iraqi governments after the toppling  of Sadam Hussienôs regime.  Dr. 

Allawi is considered an Islamic political thinker and he wrote many books in that re-

gard. Also, MAPAC decided to invite Representative Paul Findley who served in the 

house of representatives for 22 years. Mr. Findley  is a famous supporter of a fair reso-

lution to the Arab-Israeli conflict. He wrote many books explaining his political views, 

among them is ñSilent No More: Confronting Americaôs false image of Islamò. Both 

Dr. Allawi and Rep Findley will give speeches at the dinner and are very enthusiastic 

to meet our local Muslim community.  

MAPAC is hoping to have a good event this year which will be both intellectual and 

entertaining.                                 

Breaking The Siege on Gaza 
 
The Palestinian Gaza strip is a tiny piece of land totaling about 139 square miles and the home of more than 

1.5 million people.  Recently, Gaza and its people became the most mentioned in the world. The reason be-

hind its popularity is not because of scenic views or gold mountains but because of the great injustices com-

mitted against its people.  After 22 days of indiscriminate air, sea, and land attacks by the Israeli armed 

forces, Gaza was left with destroyed schools, mosques, water treatment facilities, hospitals, power stations, 

and thousands of homes leaving tens of thousands homeless.  At the end of this criminal act, Israel continued 

to block all necessary supplies from entering into Gaza. People in Gaza had severe shortages of medicine, 

food, spare parts, building supplies, fuel, and other important commodities. In coordination with the US, 

Egypt and Israel teamed together in recent months to make the blockade of Gaza air tight. Living in this open 

air prison, the people of Gaza are denied freedom of movement, the right to travel for medical care, educa-

tion, or for any other reason.    (Continuo  Page  3) 
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Muslim Online Fundraiser for Haiti, Organized via 
Facebook, Raises   $105K in 2 Hours with Only 400 
Donors  
 

On Sunday, January 17, 400 Muslims raised over $105,000 in the span of two hours 

through the ñHelp Haiti, Heal Haitiò Emergency Online Fundraiser conducted by Seekers 

Guidance and Islamic Relief. The average donation amount was $250. 
Participants from the US, UK, and Canada signed onto an online portal to give generously 

to the victims of the devastating Haiti earthquake. The event was pulled together by volun-

teers within two days through a viral marketing campaign on Face book and Twitter; other 

American Muslim groups endorsed the event and spread the word. This was one example 

of how the American Muslim community quickly mobilized to provide relief to Haiti. On 

Saturday, Islamic Relief flew representatives to Haiti for direct assistance on the ground. 

The online fundraiser featured prayers, devotional songs, and fundraising appeals by 

prominent American Muslim Imams and scholars. 

 

       PIEDMONT INTERNAL MEDICINE, PULMONARY       
       AND INFECTIOUS DISEASES, P.A. 
 

Syed A. Masood, M.D. 
Internal Medicine . Infections Diseases  

 
Nassem J. Masood, M.D., FCCP 

Internal Medicine . Pulmonary Medicine . 
Critical Care .  

Sleep Disordes & Snoring  
 

3214 Charles B. Root Wynd.  
Suite 211 

Raleigh, NC 27612 
Ph 919 787 9993  
Fx 919 787 7073  

 
Www.PiedmontLungandlD.com  

 

To know more about IQRAA,  
please visit our website: 

 

www.IqraaNC.net 

Muslim Scholar to deliver Opening   

 Prayers of the US Congressò 
 

 

Dr. Abdullah Antepli of Duke Islamic 

studies center, Duke University is invited  

by the Chaplaincy office of the US Con-

gress to deliver the opening prayers of the  

Congress on March 3rd. Congressman 

David Price from NC nominated Dr.  

Antepli and subsequently the invitation  

was made and the prayers will be delivered 

in March 2, 2010. ñI am humbled by this 

kind invitation and looking forward to my 

visit to the Congressò said Antepli. Duke 

University has been putting together 

various other programs while Antepli at  

the Capitol Hill.  MAPAC is pleased with 

the invitation and MAPAC President Dr. 

Mohammad El-Gamal, along with Maha 

Zaghloul, Khodr Zaarour and Burhan                      

Ghanayem will go to Washington DC in  

support of Dr. Antepli and Duke University. ñ           Dr. Abdullah Antepli 
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Iqraa is a publication of the Muslim American Public Affairs Council. 

Iqraa is intended to serve as a voice for all North Carolina Muslims re-

gardless of their affiliation, level of commitment, race, color, ethnic back-

ground, or gender. We accept and publish material from a wide spec-

trum of ideas even if they do not represent the official stance of the Mus-

lim American Public Affairs  

Council (MAPAC).  

 

 Disclaimer:  

 
ñOpinions published in Iqraa do not necessarily reflect  

the official opinion of MAPAC.ò  

Iqraa Staff :  

MAPAC President:  Dr. M. ElGamal         melgamal@atiwave.com 

Editor In Chief :  Waleed Elhentaty            elhentaty@yahoo.com  

Media Director:  Ian LaBennett                 ian.labennett@gmail.com  

Advertising & Marketing:  Afaf Ahmad     afahmad79@yahoo.com 

Layout: Afaf Ahmad                                  denovgrapics@yahoo.com           

Distribution:  Jihad Shawwa                        Jihad@IqraaNC.com 

www.IqraaNC.net 
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We appreciate the help we are getting from the following distributors: 

IIPH book store            Shaw University                   Al-Madena Mar-

ket   Nur Deli                         North Raleigh Masjid  

Cary Masjid                   IAR (Raleigh Masjid)          Al Iman School  

M. Ibrahim CPA          J. Odeh CPA office               TrueCare  

King Kabob rstrnt       Blue Ridge Med. Group.       Auto Way  

Ibad Ar -Rahman Masjid          Neomonde Bakery  

Clayton Internal Medicine   

Mazen Khusayem, MD 
Board  Certified in Internal Medicine  

     

301 Amos St. 

P.O. BOX 997 

Clayton, NC 27528 

    Phone: 919 550 6336 
                         Located directly behind Burger King 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Blue Ridge Medical Group, P.A.   
 

M. Hisham Mohamed, M.D. 
Internal Medicine  

     
 

3214 Charles B. Root Wynd,  

Suite 217 

Raleigh, NC 27612 

Tel: 919 789 0909 

             
          Office Hours By Appointment  

 

Johnstone Psychiatric Associates 
Mohammad Abu Salha, MD 

Board Certified Psychiatrist 
 

 

106 Ellington Street                                   Ph (919) 550 3323 

 

Clayton, NC 27560                                     Fx (919) 550 3379 
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Peace and justice loving people from around the world refused the injustices against 

their fellow humans in Gaza.  Demonstrations all over the world and lobbying Ameri-

can elected officials have been conducted to demand the alleviation of the impact of the 

siege on Gaza but to no avail.  About 7 months ago, 1462 international activists from 46 

countries decided to travel to Gaza and lead Gazans in a demonstration to coincide with 

the first anniversary of the Israeli assault on it.  All traveled to Egypt in route to Gaza 

via the Rafah crossings.  A huge demonstration led by the internationals was planned to 

take place inside Gaza on December 31st 2009 demanding a free Gaza and normalizing 

the border situation with Egypt and Israel.  This demonstration intended to expose the 

criminal siege of Gaza and the destruction inflicted on its people by the Israeli indis-

criminate assault was named the ñGaza Freedom March.ò 

  

Upon the request of the Egyptian government, all the 1462 delegates submitted their 

personal and travel information to the Egyptian authorities weeks before arriving to 

Cairo.  Unfortunately, they were surprised upon arrival to Egypt that the Egyptian au-

thorities decided to prevent them from neither leaving Cairo to Gaza nor conducting any 

meetings or press conferences. This despite the fact that the Egyptian authorities indi-

rectly implied that they will be allowed in Gaza.  The Gaza freedom marchers became 

captives in Cairo facing a very solid siege from the Egyptian authorities. They decided 

not to give up and decided to carry their march on the streets of Cairo instead.  

A group of about 200 French citizens of the marchers went into a hunger strike and 

camped on the streets outside their French embassy demanding French intervention.  

Hundreds of interviews with countless international media outlets were conducted dur-

ing the 2 days standoff.   Others demonstrated outside the journalistsô syndicate in the 

heart of Cairo along with hundreds of Egyptians who supported the freedom of Gaza 

strip. Others spent their time in Egypt in communications with the Egyptian media edu-

cating and reminding Egyptians of their duty towards their brothers and sisters in Gaza.  

  

On December 31st and exactly at 10AM hundreds of Gaza freedom marchers rushed 

from side streets and shop fronts to gather in the middle of Tahreer square in Cairo, one 

of the busiest squares in the Middle East, and started the demonstrating to expose the 

criminal siege of Gaza by Egypt and Israel.  They shouted their slogans for free Gaza, 

justice, peace, and human consciousness.  ñGaza  ... Gaza  ... Tahia Gazaò in an obvious 

accent trying to pronounce Arabic words. ñLong Live Palestineò ñHey Hey ..  Hey 

Hoo .. The siege got to go.ò  The Egyptian police which was in full alert quickly sur-

rounded the demonstrators and started brutally pushing and pulling marchers from the 

street to the side walk. Within about 1 hour all marchers were gathering again on the 

side walk surrounded by thousands of anti-riot police preventing them from moving in 

any direction and preventing others from joining the march.  

The singing continued for several hours attracting the attention of tens of Egyptian and 

international media reporters and spreading the word about the injustice against Gaza 

strip all over the world. 

  

Next day, the Egyptian forces were surprised to see this group of dedicated activists 

gathering again on the streets but this time in front of the Israeli embassy in Giza with 

the same energy and the same commitment demanding Israel and Egypt to stop its ag-

gression against Gaza and demanding to let Gaza people live free. 

Six delegates from the Triangle area participated in the Gaza Freedom March in Cairo; 

Ed Brown, Michael Brown, Burhan Ghanayem, Bryan Proffitt, Jodeen Taylor, and 

Waleed Elhentaty. All of them are safely back with a solid determination to continue the 

fight for lifting the siege of Gaza and the alleviation of the suffering of its people.  

There are whispers that the Gaza Freedom Marchers are planning to return to the Mid-

dle East later this year to achieve their original objectives.  To learn more and support 

this growing great international movement, please visit  

               

          http://www.gazafreedommarch.org/article.php?list=type&type=416   
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