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"Purity ring"  
Schoolgirl Goes to High Court  

 

Fri Jun 22, 10:40 AM ET  

LONDON (Reuters) - A teenage 

schoolgirl will appeal to the High 

Court on Friday to overturn a ban 

on her wearing a "purity ring" at 

school to symbolize her decision 

to abstain from sex before mar-

riage.  
 

Lydia Playfoot, 16, from West 

Sussex, says the silver ring is an expression of her faith and should be exempt 

from the school's rules on wearing jewelry. 

"It is really important to me because in the Bible it says we should do this," she 

 

 

 
 

(Continued on page 5) 

Hamasistan,  

Another Bush Failure 
By Waleed Elhentaty 

 

  HAMAS surprised the world again with its recent easy control over Gaza strip 

and all of the security offices previously controlled by Fatah. Everybody knew 

that HAMAS is stronger than Fatah in Gaza, however, nobody expected the 

fight to end so quickly and with this over whelming victory of HAMAS.  

 

  It is important to realize that there is no winner in this struggle among Pales-

tinians except for the Israeli occupation who ignited this war hoping to escalate 

(Continued on page 6) 
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New Worship Place 
By Nabil Abdel Rahman 

 

  There is a new mosque in the Triangle area to 

worship Allah (SWT). The North Raleigh Mas-

jid has been open for prayers since December 

2006. The establishment of a mosque that is 

central to northern and north-eastern parts of the 

city of Raleigh and the town of Wake Forest 

was a dream to the increasing Muslim commu-

nity living in this area. There are an estimated 

2500 to 3500 Muslims living in this area, who 

used to have to travel to  either IAR in Raleigh or Masjid Ibad Ar-uhman in Durham to 

perform their daily prayers and Jumaa prayers. The trip takes 20 minutes during regu-

lar traffic time, and up to 35 minutes during rush-hour traffic. They now feel very 

(Continued on page 12) 

Also In This Issue 

 
Readersô Corner              Page 15 

I Miss You (Poem)          Page  5                

Effect of Prayer              Page  10 

Listen to The Prophets   Page  3 

Hakeem The Dream       Page  11  

MAPAC  News                Page  2   

Under The Dome             Page 16          

Listen to the Prophets     Page 3 

Robert Fisk, Palestine    Page 6 

Repenting Actresses       Page 8 

Yes For Quran Oath 
 

  The State of North Carolina decided not to appeal last monthôs judgment to al-

low oaths on religious books other than the Christian Bible in North Carolina 

Courts. The judgment by judge Paul Ridgeway ended a long 

standing dispute between right wing Christian fundamental-

ists and other groups on defining the expression ñHoly 

Scripturesò mentioned in NC laws regarding oath and 

swearing in courts. Christian groups insisted that ñHoly 

Scripturesò refers only to the Christian bible since the foun-

ders of this country and the legislators were mainly Chris-

tians. Other groups including the American Civil Liberties 

Union (ACLU)  and Muslim organizations said that ñHoly 

Scripturesò is a wide enough term that can accommodate all 

religious books. ñWhat is Holy for me might not be Holy for 

you, and I should respect your believesò said Waleed Elhen-

taty of the Muslim American Public Affairs Council 

(Continued on page 13) 

Judge Paul Ridgway 
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Iqraa is a publication of the Muslim American Public Affairs Council. Iqraa is intended 

to serve as a voice for all North Carolina Muslims regardless of their affiliation, level of 

commitment, race, color, ethnic background, or gender. We accept and publish material 

from a wide spectrum of ideas even if they do not represent the official stance of the 

Muslim American Public Affairs Council (MAPAC).  

 

 Disclaimer:  

 
ñOpinions published in Iqraa do not necessarily reflect the official  

opinion of MAPAC.ò  

Contact Iqraa Staff at: 

Readersô Corner:      Ola Mohamed               Ola@IqraaNC.com 

Community events:  Nabil Abdel Rahman    Nabil@IqraaNC.com 

Interviews              : Ayesha Khadeeruddin   Ayesha@IqraaNC.com 

Sports Editor:          Scott Havilland              Scott@IqraaNC.com   

Managing Editor:  Waleed Elhentaty           Waleed@IqraaNC.com 

Advertising and Distribution:  Jihad Shawwa                Jihad@IqraaNC.com 

You can always call us at 919-859-4140. 

 

We really appreciate the help we are getting from the following distributors: 

1- Neomonde                   2- IIPH book store           3-  Shaw University                        

4-Al -Madena Market     5-Nur Deli                         6-  North Raleigh Masjid  

7- Cary Masjid                 8- IAR (Raleigh Masjid)  9- Al Iman School  

10- M. Ibrahim CPA     11- J. Odeh CPA office     12- TrueCare Physic. Ther-

apy 13- King Kabob rstrnt  14- Blue Ridge Med. Group. 15ï Auto Way  

16ï Ibad Ar -Rahman  

 

 Iqraa can also be read online at:  www.IqraaNC.com 

 
Please visit our sponsors. By supporting our sponsors you are supporting  

MAPAC. Please spread the word and let us know your opinion. 

 

 

MAPAC 

News 
 

EC Team: MAPACôs president Mr. Marc Conaghan is making a lot of 
communications to choose a new MAPAC executive committee. Marc will 

submit the names of the new members of the Executive committee to the 

Board of Trustees for approval. 

         Among the names that Marc already chose are: 

 

     - Jihad Shawwa for fundraising. 

     - Scott Haviland for Interfaith and coalition director. 

     - Aisha Shoman for membership. 

     - Waleed Elhentaty for Media director. 

     - Ihab Saad as vice president. 

     - Shereen El-Gamal for outreach director. 

     - Khodr Xaarour for political director. 

     - Fatehia Gabr as a treasurer. 

 

Press Release: As a response  to the Egyptian governmentôs criticism to 
Rep. David Price and his Congressional team who visited Egypt last May 

and met with members of the Muslim Brotherhood, MAPAC issued a press 

release supporting Rep. David Price.  

         A spokesperson of the Egyptian government criticized the meeting of 

Price and his team with members of the Egyptian Parliament who belong to the 

Muslim Brotherhood movement in Egypt. He said that the Muslim Brotherhood 

is a banned organization according to the Egyptian law and should not have 

been recognized by David Price and his team. MAPAC clarified in its press re-

lease which was distributed to Egyptian and American media that the meeting 

was a recognition of members of the Egyptian Parliament who form the major-

ity of the Egyptian opposition inside the Parliament. ñWe see this move by Rep. 

Price and his team as a positive step towards recognizing and dealing with po-

litical facts in the Middle East politicsò said Khodr Zaarour the political director 

of MAPAC. Marc Conaghan, the MAPAC president, was very surprised of the 

Egyptian governmentôs statement ñsuch statement shows how undemocratic and 

stubborn this government is, they are trying to prevent even talking with their 

opposition in the Parliament!ò. MAPAC would like to thank Rep. David Price 

and his team for this positive step and hope that other Western politicians will 

follow suit for better understanding of the politics of the Middle East and better 

communication with strong movements who are affecting the public opinion 

and gaining more and more ground every day.   

 

Letters to the Editor: Scott Haviland was appointed as the media 

response coordinator of MAPAC. The response team is responsible of 

monitoring local media and writing letters to the editors of local newspapers 

regarding issues of interest to Islam and the local Muslim community. The 

News and Observer published 2 letters from the team in the month of June. 

One letter by Ola Mohammed and the other one by Waleed Elhentaty. Also, 

Dr. Sami Halabi sent an editorial article for publication. Both letters are 

published in our ñReadersô Cornerò on page 11.  To join the team send an 

email to Scott at Scott@IqraaNC.com . 

Somali Refugees Settle in Raleigh 

How Can You help? 
  

By Susan Heydary 

 

  Last month, a young adult family of two brothers and a 

sister arrived as refugees from Somalia via Kenya.  They 

had been living in a Kenyan refugee camp for some time 

with their father prior to their arrival in the United 

States.  Although their father had also planned to come to 

the U.S., he unfortunately fell ill and passed away shortly 

before their departure from Kenya. 

  

  The refugees were blessed by Allah to have settled in 

such a generous community.  Through the tremendous 

assistance and generosity of the Muslim community and 

the Islamic Center of Raleigh, alhamdulillah, we were 

able to procure and furnish an apartment and provide 

food from the ICR's food pantry.   

  

  The coordination and logistics of bringing all the do-

nated goods and supplies together was no easy task, but 

was smoothly accomplished by Reyhana Land, may Al-

lah be pleased.  This family has been through many trials 

thus far, and acclimating to this country and culture will 

surely be another test, may Allah be merciful.  The fam-

ily will continue to need the assistance from our commu-

nity in terms of learning the English language, procuring 

employment, and through emotional support.   

  

  Jazakum Allahu khairan to all those who helped make 

the settlement of this family in our community success-

ful.  Please remember to make dua for them and please 

remember to contact the ICR Social Welfare Committee 

for volunteer opportunities www.Islam1.Org .  

 

                                              Susan Heydary 

                                      SHeydary@WilliamsMullin.com 
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Listen To The Prophets 
 

 

By Jeffrey Burns 
 

   Last month in Turkey three Christian employees of the Zirve Publishing house, one German and two Turkish, were 

murdered by radical extremists claiming to be Muslims.  The publishing house sold and distributed Bibles.  The five 

youth who committed these hate crimes were ages 19 and 20.  They bound the three men at the ankles and wrists, then 

slit their throats.  The crimes were quickly condemned by Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan as acts of savagery.  

He has vowed to eliminate these types of threats to the minority religious groups in Turkey.  All across that nation mil-

lions condemned these heinous acts.  Many Muslim and Secular Turks have openly expressed their opposition to any 

group that commits such acts in the name of God and religion.  There was one massive demonstration where over 

100,000 Turks marched in the street with a banner that read, ñWe Are All Christians.  Letôs Defend Living Together.ò 

The families of the slain men have publicly forgiven the men who killed their loved ones. 

 

 As I reflected on these terrible events I wondered, ñWhat would the Prophet Muhammad and the Prophet Isa 

(peace be upon them) have to say about such a  brutal killing in the name of God?  Christians and Muslims have lived 

in relative peace for centuries, but one cannot deny that there have been darker moments in our history where terrible 

acts against one another have been committed in the name of God.  The Crusades are a painful memory to Muslims for 

the cruelties that were committed in the name of Christ.  Christians have experienced times when atrocities were com-

mitted against them in the name of Islam.  But is this normative behavior, or is it in direct contradiction to our deepest 

values and spiritual beliefs?  To answer this question we must turn to the revelations of the Prophet Muhammad in the 

Al -Qurôan and the Prophet Isa (Jesus) as written in the he New Testament.(Injeel) 

 

 The Al-Qurôan addresses the behavior of believers when facing persecution, hardships and encountering other 

religions.  There are three key principles the Prophet Muhammad teaches us concerning how we should respond to 

these specific situations:  1) Good is to repel evil, 2) Muslims and Christians are near brothers and sisters, and 3) Mus-

lims must not harm people of other religions. 

 

Good Is To Repel Evil 
 

 The first principle is that the Al-Qurôan teaches believers to repel evil with good and encourages forgiving 

others: 

 

The true servants of the All-Merciful are those who move and act on the Earth gently and humbly, and when the ignorant, foolish ones address and treat them (in a way that 

originates from their foolishness and ignorance), they simply continue, wishing peace on them. (Furqan 25:63) 

 

The recompense of an evil deed can only be an evil equal to it; but whoever pardons and makes reconciliation, his reward is due from God.  Surely He does not love the wrong-

doers. (Shura 42:40) 

 

(But whatever they may say or do,) repel the evil (done to you and committed against your mission) with the best of what you can do.  We are best aware of all which they falsely 

attribute to Us. (Muminun 23:96) 

 

 The Qurôan is saying that there is an ñeye for an eyeò principle of responding to evil deeds, but the person who is able to forgive and make reconciliation with his ene-

mies or offenders will receive a special reward from God.  Forgiveness and reconciliation are higher values to God than retribution.  Can one argue with the wisdom from God in 

these verses?  Has the U.S. taking retribution against Afghanistan because it harbored Bin Ladin made the world a better place?  Has the invasion of Iraq by the U.S. made life 

better for the Iraqi people?  Has the violence and conflict between the Israelis and Palestinians made them closer to a solution towards peace?  Has all of this retribution caused 

goodness to triumph?  I think the evidence is clear that the answer to each question is no. 

 

Muslims and Christians Are Near Brothers and Sisters 
 

 The second principle is that Godôs heart for Muslims and Christians is that we would walk together as the nearest of spiritual kin.  This brings Him great pleasure.  There 

can be no justification of violence between the two great monotheistic faiths without rejecting Godôs highest purposes.  It is imperative that we find our common ground in all the 

Holy Books and rejoice that God has not hidden his intentions from us.  We must stand together like a family.  When injustice is committed against Muslims, the Christians must 

be the first to defend them.  When Christians are murdered by any group, then the Muslims should be the first to arise to defend them as their nearest kinsman in love.  If Muslims 

suffer injustice then the Christians will be the next in line to suffer.  If Christians suffer injustice in a society then the Muslims will eventually suffer in the same manner if they do 

not stand up for them.  The fate of one will be the fate of the other. 

 

. . . Nearest among them in love to the believers wilt thou find those who say: ñWe are Christiansò: because among these are men devoted to learning and men who have re-

nounced the world, and they are not arrogant. (Al-Maôidah 5:82) 

 

Muslims Must Not Harm People of Other Religions 
 

 The third principle is that the Al-Qurôan prohibits the use of harmful coercion 

in faith because coercion violates a fundamental human rightðthe right to a free con-

science.  As Imam Feisal Abdul Rauf has wisely said, ñA different belief system is not 

deemed a legitimate cause for violence or war under Islamic law.  The Al-Qurôan is 

categorical on this issue.ò  What does the Al-Qurôan say should be the position of Mus-

lims towards other religious beliefs and systems? 

 

There shall be no compulsion in religion. (Al -Baqarah 2:256) 

 

Say to the disbelievers [that is, atheists or polytheists, namely those who reject God]: . . 

. .ôTo your beliefs, and me to mine.ô (Al -Kafirun109:1-6) 

 

. . . Do not curse the (polytheists) gods that they call upon [in worship] lest they in turn 

curse God in enmity [to you] out of their [understandable] ignorance. (Al -Anôam 6:107

-9) 

 

 These scriptures indicate that religious persecution, compulsion and mockery 

of other religions will cause their devotees to curse God.  The position of the Al-Qurôan 

and the Prophet Muhammad seems to be one of great mercy and tolerance towards oth-

ers of differing beliefs.  His witness says it all. 

 

(Continued on page 4) 

For All your business and  

personal accounting needs 
 

  Jamal Odeh 
Certified Public Accountant 

Personal and Business accounting 

Tax Services and Book Keeping 
 

5511 Hillsborough Dt. Raleigh, NC 27606 

Office (919) 851-4200                                 Fax     (919)851-8311            

Cell     (919)412-5352                                 Email: JOdehCPA@Bellsouth.net 
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