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Understanding  

The Red Mosque 
By Ekram Haque 

 

  The Pakistan governmentôs foray against Lal Masjid 

and Jamiôa Hafsah, codenamed ñOperation Silenceò 

has ended, rather, with a loud bang. Looking at the 

sophisticated state military hardware arrayed against 

the administrators and students of these two institu-

tions, one could easily tell that this operation was not 

about ñsilence.ò 

 

The fact that the governmentôs opponents also were 

heavily armed lends credence to a fairly widespread 

theory that the Musharraf regime had allowed the 

weapons to be stockpiled inside the mosque and the 

seminary to justify use of force and raise its profile 

with George Bush. Indeed Bush was quick to com-

mend Musharraf for his firmness. 

 

The encounter between Pakistani leader Gen. Pervez 

Musharrafôs forces and the madrassah leaders and 

their followers was eerily reminiscent of the 1993 

Waco incident in which American Tobacco and Firearms troops destroyed cultist leader 

David Koreshôs Branch Davidian compound in a fiery end. The similarity, though, ends 

(Continued on page 11) 

Erdogan Scores Again! 
 

By Waleed Elhentaty 

 

   The old athlete, Rajab Tayyep Erdogan, proved 

that he still can score, win, and over power his op-

ponents. Even though he is a good soccer player, his 

scoring this time was in the recent Turkish election 

where his party won about 47% of the total votes. 

This means that the Islamic rooted Justice and De-

velopment party will form the new Turkish govern-

ment without need for coalitions with other political 

forces. This is the first time in the Turkish history 

that a ruling party improves its standing while still 

in power.  

 

   A lot of analysts see this big victory as another 

sign that the Turkish people are convinced that reli-

gious rulers provide more benefits to the population 

at large than the secular ones. It is a known fact that the Turkish economy has 

improved a lot since the AKP took power in 2002.  The AKP party was able to 

combine the free market economic policies with generous social benefits for 

the poor. Erdogan and his party showed a lot of wisdom in dealing with the  

(Continued on page 7) 

Duke & UNC Study US Muslims 
Duke and UNC researchers will seek to learn from the responses of four America Mus-

lim communities to radical Islamic movements across the globe. 

 Finding out how American Muslims address 

messages of extremism in their communities 

will be the goal of a two-year study funded by 

the U.S. Department of Justice. 

Researchers at Duke University and the Univer-

sity of North Carolina at Chapel Hill will then 

use the information to recommend policies for 

reducing the likelihood that the United States 

experiences the type of homegrown terrorism 
seen recently in Europe. 

ñIn light of the recent events in London and 

(Continued on page 14) 
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Voters Grill Candidates  
US voters from around the world have posed their questions to De-

mocratic presidential 

hopefuls via YouTube, 

the video -sharing web-

site.  

  

The candidates re-

sponded to the ques-

tions on Monday night in 

a televised debate.  

One man asked about 

gun control, while bran-

dishing an automatic 

weapon, a talking 

"snowman" asked about 

global warming and a strumming guitarist sang his question about 

whether Democrats would raise taxes.  
(Continued on page 6) 
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Iqraa is a publication of the Muslim American Public Affairs Council. Iqraa is intended 

to serve as a voice for all North Carolina Muslims regardless of their affiliation, level of 

commitment, race, color, ethnic background, or gender. We accept and publish material 

from a wide spectrum of ideas even if they do not represent the official stance of the 

Muslim American Public Affairs Council (MAPAC).  

 

 Disclaimer:  

 
ñOpinions published in Iqraa do not necessarily reflect the official  

opinion of MAPAC.ò  

Contact Iqraa Staff at: 

Readersô Corner:      Ola Mohamed               Ola@IqraaNC.com 

Community events:  Nabil Abdel Rahman    Nabil@IqraaNC.com 

Interviews              : Ayesha Khadeeruddin   Ayesha@IqraaNC.com 

Sports Editor:          Scott Havilland              Scott@IqraaNC.com   

Managing Editor:  Waleed Elhentaty           Waleed@IqraaNC.com 

Advertising and Distribution:  Jihad Shawwa                Jihad@IqraaNC.com 

You can always call us at 919-859-4140. 

 

We really appreciate the help we are getting from the following distributors: 

1- Neomonde                   2- IIPH book store           3-  Shaw University                        

4-Al -Madena Market     5-Nur Deli                         6-  North Raleigh Masjid  

7- Cary Masjid                 8- IAR (Raleigh Masjid)  9- Al Iman School  

10- M. Ibrahim CPA     11- J. Odeh CPA office     12- TrueCare Physic. Ther-

apy 13- King Kabob rstrnt  14- Blue Ridge Med. Group. 15ï Auto Way  

16ï Ibad Ar -Rahman  

 

 Iqraa can also be read online at:  www.IqraaNC.com 

 
Please visit our sponsors. By supporting our sponsors you are supporting  

MAPAC. Please spread the word and let us know your opinion. 

 

Bye Bye Dahlan 

 

  One day before a Palestinian investigation committee gives its find-

ings regarding what happened in Gaza strip, Mohamed Dahlan sub-

mitted his resignation to the Palestinian president Mahmoud Abbas. 

Abbas appointed a position called ñThe Presidentôs security advisorò 

to Dahlan right after HAMAS won the last Palestinian election and 

formed the government. That appointment was intended to prevent 

HAMAS from controlling  the Palestinian security forces which was a 

natural constitutional right of the new Palestinian interior minister 

Saeed Seyam from HAMAS. Dahlan played a big role in the security 

forcesô disobedience against Saeed Seyam which created a chaos and 

lack of security in Gaza for a long time till HAMAS formed a new 

security force called ñThe executive Forceò. The new Executive force 

was able to play the role of police in Gaza till Dahlan and others ig-

nited clashes between the Fatah controlled forces and the executive 

force. Such clashes ended by total HAMAS control  over Gaza strip. 

 

  The Palestinian investigation committee findings pointed fingers at 

some of the corruption in the Palestinian security forces who planned 

to get rid of HAMAS using Israeli-American logistic and technical 

support. 

 

  It is obvious that some of the sincere leaders in Fatah such as,  Fa-

rouq Qadoumi, are against the current trend of surrendering to Israelôs 

conditions in a rush to have what is so called ñpeaceò while giving up 

almost all the Palestinianôs rights of return, Jerusalem, and having a 

decent sovereign state besides Israel. 

MAPAC 

News 
 

  MAPAC is currently working on putting a mutual plan with local 

law enforcement agencies and other Muslim organizations in case 

another terrorist attack occurs in the US. 
 

  Marc Conaghan, the MAPAC president, along with Khodr Zaarour and 

Waleed Elhentaty met with representatives of local offices of the FBI and SBI 

to discuss issues of importance to the local Muslim community. One of the 

main concerns was ñHow are we going to act if another terrorist attack happens 

in the US?ò. That question was not only in the mind of MAPAC officials but 

also in the minds of the law enforcement representatives they met with. 

 

  ñIt is very important to have a set of actions that need to be done once we hear 

about an attack (God forbids) on the American soilò said Marc Conaghan. Once 

an attack occurs there will be hostility, confusion, fear, and possible revenge 

and hate crimes. The job of the law enforcement agencies is to protect the Mus-

lim community from such hostility and hate crimes, however, they will need 

help from all Muslim organizations to tell them where, how, and when that pro-

tection is needed the most.  

 

  The plan intends to include several local Muslim organizations like the Islamic 

Association of Raleigh, Cary, the Muslim American Society, The Muslim Stu-

dent Association, and others. The plan also will include local Sheriff depart-

ments, police departments, in addition to FBI and SBI. 

 

  The meeting was very productive and opened to critical issues like Eaves 

Dropping,  The Patriot Act and how is it applied by law enforcement agencies, 

The delay in immigration processing by the FBI and/or Homeland Security, 

building trust between the Muslim community and the FBI as well as other law 

enforcement agencies. 

 

   ñIt is a must to build trust between Muslims and the FBI. That trust cannot be 

established when Muslims are singled out by the immigration and their back-

ground check takes years by the FBI and HLSò said Waleed Elhentaty. Mike 

Saylor of the FBI clarified that ñname checkò is done by so many agencies in 

addition to the FBI. Saylor also said that one time he heard a complain regard-

ing 6 different name checks and when he investigated these cases he found that 

only 2 names are in the FBI processing while the other 4 are not even in the sys-

tem nor is known who is checking them out! Mr. Saylor is asking local Muslims 

not to blame the FBI for such delays because the immigration system has a lot 

of other aspects but people always blame the delay only on name check. 

 

   Mr. Saylor also said that they receive several leads about possible terrorist 

activities every day, however, the FBI is very careful in handling such leads to 

avoid harassment to innocent people. He said that most of these leads are not 

serious but comes out of fear and suspicion that implanted by the media. ñOne 

time a guy called my office saying that a Muslim lady was driving and at a traf-

fic light she stopped beside his car and had a brief eye contact with him then she 

avoided looking at him till the cars moved again. The guy was swearing that 

this lady must be a terrorist just because she avoided eye contact with him and 

was wearing Hejab!ò Said Dirk German of the SBI. 

 


