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Understanding  

The Red Mosque 
By Ekram Haque 

 

  The Pakistan governmentôs foray against Lal Masjid 

and Jamiôa Hafsah, codenamed ñOperation Silenceò 

has ended, rather, with a loud bang. Looking at the 

sophisticated state military hardware arrayed against 

the administrators and students of these two institu-

tions, one could easily tell that this operation was not 

about ñsilence.ò 

 

The fact that the governmentôs opponents also were 

heavily armed lends credence to a fairly widespread 

theory that the Musharraf regime had allowed the 

weapons to be stockpiled inside the mosque and the 

seminary to justify use of force and raise its profile 

with George Bush. Indeed Bush was quick to com-

mend Musharraf for his firmness. 

 

The encounter between Pakistani leader Gen. Pervez 

Musharrafôs forces and the madrassah leaders and 

their followers was eerily reminiscent of the 1993 

Waco incident in which American Tobacco and Firearms troops destroyed cultist leader 

David Koreshôs Branch Davidian compound in a fiery end. The similarity, though, ends 

(Continued on page 11) 

Erdogan Scores Again! 
 

By Waleed Elhentaty 

 

   The old athlete, Rajab Tayyep Erdogan, proved 

that he still can score, win, and over power his op-

ponents. Even though he is a good soccer player, his 

scoring this time was in the recent Turkish election 

where his party won about 47% of the total votes. 

This means that the Islamic rooted Justice and De-

velopment party will form the new Turkish govern-

ment without need for coalitions with other political 

forces. This is the first time in the Turkish history 

that a ruling party improves its standing while still 

in power.  

 

   A lot of analysts see this big victory as another 

sign that the Turkish people are convinced that reli-

gious rulers provide more benefits to the population 

at large than the secular ones. It is a known fact that the Turkish economy has 

improved a lot since the AKP took power in 2002.  The AKP party was able to 

combine the free market economic policies with generous social benefits for 

the poor. Erdogan and his party showed a lot of wisdom in dealing with the  
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Duke & UNC Study US Muslims 
Duke and UNC researchers will seek to learn from the responses of four America Mus-

lim communities to radical Islamic movements across the globe. 

 Finding out how American Muslims address 

messages of extremism in their communities 

will be the goal of a two-year study funded by 

the U.S. Department of Justice. 

Researchers at Duke University and the Univer-

sity of North Carolina at Chapel Hill will then 

use the information to recommend policies for 

reducing the likelihood that the United States 

experiences the type of homegrown terrorism 
seen recently in Europe. 

ñIn light of the recent events in London and 
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Voters Grill Candidates  
US voters from around the world have posed their questions to De-
mocratic presidential 
hopefuls via YouTube, 
the video -sharing web-
site.  
  
The candidates re-
sponded to the ques-
tions on Monday night in 
a televised debate.  
One man asked about 
gun control, while bran-
dishing an automatic 
weapon, a talking 
"snowman" asked about 
global warming and a strumming guitarist sang his question about 
whether Democrats would raise taxes.  
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